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I f you have a passion for history and historic pl
Heartland region, where the last major battle of the Civil War in Virginia was fought at Sailor's

Creek; the battle that inspired General Ulysses S. Grant to open up a written dialog with General

Robert E. Lee, thereby ending the Civil War in Virginia three days later. The driving tour you are

about to follow is day two of a two-day tour. With so many historic places in the region, the two-

day driving tour is only a small representation of the history and historic places the region has to

offer. So, as you trek through the region, keep a lookout for historic markers along the roadsides

during your tour.

Stop 1: Hampden-Sydney College. From the intersection of High Street and Main Street in
Farmville go 5.3 miles to the intersection with Route 133; outside the Town limits Main Street
becomes Route 15. Just before the light at Route 133, turn right on Route 133. Go 1/10" of a
mile, heading straight onto Route 692. Hampden Sydney College is straight ahead on this road.



Aerial view of the beautiful, and historic, Hampden-Sydney Campus

Just inside the entrance to the college is a map of the campus. There are 32 major buildings on
campus i n t he ANuehdkthe@dmpus Bas lyeenalesignated a National Historic
Preservation Zone.

Hampden-Sydney College first enrolled students in November 1775. The mission of the college
is,Aito form good men and good citizens. 0

Hampden-Sydney is a college for men; one of the few remaining single-sex colleges in the
country. Hampden-Sydney students pursue a structured liberal arts curriculum.

With an enrollment of over 1100 students, Hampden-Sydney draws from 40 states, the District
of Columbia, and 18 foreign countries.

Hampden-Sydney College contributes significantly to the quality of life in Southside Virginia.
The College sponsors a wide variety of lectures, programs, and musical / theatrical events
throughout the academic year, all of which are free and open to the public. Each spring, the

Hampden-Sydney Music Festival brings world-renowned artiststoVi r gi ni ad ®rtvwbear t | and

weekends of classical chamber music. Hampden-Sy d ney 6s hi ghly competitive

championship Division Ill teams provide exciting competition in the context of play purely for the
love of the game.

In 1836 a Hampden-Sydney graduate, Dr. John Peter Mettauer, who first practiced medicine in
Baltimore, returned to Prince Edward County, Virginia, and founded a private medical school,
which opened in 1837. In 1847, Dr. Mettauer allied his school with Randolph-Macon College,
which was founded in Boydton, near the Virginia-North Carolina border. Dr. Mettauer and his
sons trained dozens of doctors at this county medical school, establishing a strong reputation
for developing innovative surgeries and surgical instruments. The Randolph Macon Medical
College closed down during the Civil War and never re-opened. One might wonder why Dr.
Mettauer aligned his medical school with Randolph-Macon College and not Hampden-Sydney i
the reason was Hampden-Sydney had its own Medical Department, which was in Richmond.
That Medical Department, now school, still exists 1 it is known as MCV (Medical College of
Virginia). However, it is no longer tied to Hampden-Sydney College. However, in Graham Hall
on the Hampden-Sydney Campus is a plaque from MCV in Richmond, which acknowledges the

former relationship with these words,is al ut es t he mot her instituti

appreciation and respect. 0
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Hampden-Sy dney Col |l ege i s al s oUniomTdeoldgical Semamarnyowhicm st i t ut i
is now located in Richmond. The relationship ended in 1822 when the seminary became
separate from the College. In 1894 the seminary moved to Richmond.

The Esther Thomas Atkinson Museum at Hampden-Sydney College collects, preserves, and

interpretsobj ects that enhance the Coll egeds educati ona
the College, and its role in the history of Virginia and the nation.

Atkinson Museum School Year Hours: Tuesday-Friday: 12:30-4:30 p.m.

Atkinson Museum Summer Hours: Wed. & Friday: 12:30-4:30 p.m.

tree, north side of Coll e

While on the Hampden-Sydney Campus| ook fAst stylbe tit ee on the north s
College Road, near Graham Hall. Some, but not all, imagine they see the mid-to-lower back
and buttocks of the human form in the trunk of this tree.

Stop 2: Worsham. Continue westward on College Road to the intersection with Route 133. At

the stop sign turn | eft onto Route 133 and go 1.1
have returned to Route 15). Turn right at the stop light onto Route 15 heading south. Go 1.1

miles to the village of Worsham.

Worsham was the original site of the PrinceEdwar d County Court House, the
Oof fice, and the Debtoroés Prison, a |-hland-siderofc a 17 5 4 .

Route 15in WorshamandtheDe bt or 6s Pri son is 70 or-hdh@hsidkeet s ou
of theroad.

P rcksomwestesn sidehof Rotite15 Original Prince Edward County Clerkos
side of Route 15

Debtor6s
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Pieces of furniture from the Clerkés office reside
Transportation Heritage Museum at 121 East Third Street, Farmville.

In the Spring of 1791, President George Washington, two years into his first term in office, went

on a 6Southern Tour 6. On his return nonearhy he st a
Campbell County. The next day he came to Charlotte Court House where he visited the

6Smithyd and had shoes fitted weceedhdaoPsiresEdivand hi s en
Court House, which was in the village of Worsham at the time, and spent the night. Worsham

had several taverns (fordinarieso) at the time, s
went onward the next day to Cumberland County.

Stop 3: Union Cemetery. 3.3 miles south of
Worsham you will see Farmville Antiques & Crafts
on the left-hand-side of Route 157 a good place to
stop and browse or shop. 7.8 miles south of the
antique and craft store, turn right onto Business 15.
Go 1.7 miles to Route 40 West. Turn right at the
stop sign and go 7 miles to Union Cemetery Road
(Route 709). Turn right onto Union Cemetery Road.
Go 1.2 miles to the T-intersection with Roanoke
Bridge Road. At the stop sign turn left (this is still
Union Cemetery Road). Go % mile; the cemetery,
established 1867, is on the right-hand-side of the
road. You will see some old soldier& graves among &%
the headstones. o

Stop 4: Charlotte Court House Historic District. Heading westward on Union Cemetery
Road. 6/10™ of a mile from the cemetery you will come to Route 47 South. At the stop sign go
straight onto 47 South. The Charlotte Court House Historic District is 7/10"™ of a mile further
along Route 47.

Prior to your visit go to http://www.co.charlotte.va.us/museum/walking_tour.html to print a copy
of the Charlotte Court House Historic District walking tour.

The county was formed from neighboring Lunenburg County in 1764 and named for
Queen Charlotte, wife of George Il of England. However, settlement began approximately fifty
years before the county was officially formed.

Charlotte County was the second governing body in the 13 colonies to declare its independence
from England.

President George Washington, on his return north frwsiedhi s 6éSout
Charlotte Court House and stayed for quite a few hours having shoes put on horses.

|
For more information about this historic town, visit the
Charlotte County Museum in the old jail at Court House
Square; address is: 125 David Bruce Ave, use side door.

The Museum is open every day during daylight hours.

Gl oria Victis #AGIor
Civil War Statue at Charlotte Courthouse

Vanqui shedo
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http://www.co.charlotte.va.us/museum/walking_tour.html

Stop 5: Patrick Henry National Memorial i Red Hill. After touring the Charlotte Court House
Historic District travel westward on Route 40 15.4 miles to Route 600 (Mt. Calvary Road). Turn
left onto Route 600. Approximately 1.5 miles on the right-hand-side of Route 600 you will see
the Sans Souci Vineyards - just one of the wineries that have cropped up in recent years in the
regi on. Pri nce EdQeekWineCellarnntPandpsn ClypMirginmgis another
commercial winery. However, many folks grow grapes in their back yards and make wine and
jam for their own consumption.

Facing westward, leaving Red Hill; intersection of
Route 677 and Route 619

2/10™ of a mile further south on Route 600, from the Sans Souci Vineyards, turn left at the stop
sign onto Route 619. Go 8/10™ of a mile and turn right onto Route 677 (Red Hill Road) - the
entrance road to Pat r i ®R& HHAdmissiohd: fdules $6; @hildeen $2Red Hi | |

After touring Red Hill take Route 677 back to Route 619, turning right onto Route 619 heading
east. 3.4 miles eastward on Route 619 you will come to Magnolia Lane; the entrance to
Staunton Hill, an estate that is privately owned.

Erected in 1848, the building contains fourteen
rooms, including two handsome drawing-rooms
and a lovely Gothic library with leaded stained-
glass windows. Connected to the house at the
back is a large conservatory, a six-room
colonnade and a Gothic woodhouse. Nearby is a
five-room Gothic brick building with billiard room
and offices. Staunton Hill is private property, so
pl ease dondét trespass.

Staunton Hill, now a private shooting / social club

3.6 miles from Magnolia Lane, you will come to a T-intersection with Route 678 (Aspen Wall
Road). Turn left, this is still Route 619. Keep an eye out for old tobacco barns and Victorian
and Colonial houses that dot the farms and fields alongside these backcountry roads.

Go 4.8 miles to the intersection of Route 619 and Route 649 (Fearstown Road).
Turn left at the stop sign onto Fearstown Road. Go 2.3 miles to the stop sign at the intersection
with Scuffletown Road. Cross Scuffletown Road, staying on Fearstown Road. Go 2.1 miles



thenmake a right at the stop sign onto "Rbaniile

to Route 40. At the stop sign turn right onto Route 40 east. Go 3.3 miles to the Charlotte Court

House Historic District, and take a right onto Route 47 South. Go 4.2 miles to Route 59 and the
Town of Drakes Branch.

Stop 6: The Town of Drakes Branch. Established in 1853, Drakes Branch rose to
prominence as a large dark-fired tobacco market. As you tour Charlotte County you will see
many tobacco barns alongside roads and on farms. The tobacco boom lasted until the Great
Depression of the 1930s. After the Great Depression Wall Street recovered; the tobacco
warehouses did not.

The Drakes Branch Museum is housed in the old State Bank of Charlotte County on Main
Street. The bank was built in 1906.

The museum honors the railroad, the industries, the churches, the schools, and the farms that
have been a part of the proud history of the community.

In June of 1864, General Ulysses S. Grant sent General James H. Wilson and General August
V. Kautz on a cavalry raid to destroy track and rolling stock on the Richmond and Danville
Railroad and the South Side Railroad. On June 25" 1864 the Union Cavalry stopped for two
hours in Drakes Branch to destroy track and the original train station.

The Drakes Branch Museum is open the 2" and 4™ Saturday, each month, from 10 a.m. until
noon, and at other times for special exhibits.

Stop 7: The Town of Keysville. After touring Drakes Branch, turn left onto Route 59 and go
7.7 miles to Route 40 east. At the stop sign turn right onto Route 40 east. Go 1/10™ of a mile
and cross over the railroad tracks. Route 40 east curves to the right and then to the left,
through the quaint town of Keysville, Virginia.

Keysuville probably got its name from its first postmaster, John Key. The town has also been
knownasKey 6s Tavern.

What is known today as King Street, the main thoroughfare, was a wooded area in 1755 when
George Foster purchased 134 acres for the price of five shillings. There was only a path through
Fosterd6s woods known as t theeFodieKfamilygssld their grdpevig tp .
John Key, who | ater started Keybs Tavern

The town has many Victorian and Colonial houses lining King Street and on the back streets on
either side of King Street.

1/10™ of a mile beyond the Dollar General store you will see a fork in the road up by the Burger
King restaurant; take the left-hand-fork continuing eastward on Route 40. 4/10™ of a mile from
the fork turn left, on the far side of the bridge, onto the ramp for Route 360 east.

Stop 8: Meherrin and the Roy Clark Monument. Go 5. 3 mi | es
Ordinary Road (Route 728) in Meherrin. Just i n front of
Road and Route 360 you will see the
Clark.
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Meherrin was the childhood home, and birthplace, of Roy Clark, country singer and musician
known for his appearances in the television show "Hee Haw", and for many vocal and
instrumental hits over the years. Roy Clark attended Meherrin Elementary School and played
in the Rhythm Band using a cigar box across which his father had stretched strings. Roy Clark
returns to the area frequently. 2008 was the 16th year that Roy has performed at Longwood
University in Farmville. Proceeds from the concert benefit the Music Department. In 1995

Roy Clark established the Roy Clark Music Scholarship at Longwood University in memory of
his parents, Hester and Lillian Clark.

Roy Linwood Clark Monument at the intersection
of Route 360 and Mooreds Ordinary Rd.

Meherrin is the oldest community in Lunenburg County, dating back to 1748 when

GeorgeMoor e established his fAordinaryo there. An #fc
of ordinary travelers. In July 1781, Lieutenant Banistre Tarleton spent a day and night at

Mooreds Ordinary during his raid pgieabtherdi Nary
longer stands.

The railroad tracks running through Meherrin played a role in the Civil War. During the Wilson-
Kautz raid, in 1864, the Meherrin Station was burned by Union troops. Ten months later, on
Wednesday, April 5" 1865, Confederate States President, Jefferson Davis, anxious for news of
how General Lee and the Army of Northern Virginia were faring, and not able to get a report via
telegraph due to the lines being cut east of Burkeville, ordered General H. H. Walker, in
command of the Confederate outpost at Clover, Virginia, in Halifax County, to send a
trustworthy man on a train to Burkeville, to try and communicate with General Lee, and get a
position and plans from Lee, then report back to Davis via telegraph. John Wise, a young
Lieutenant in the Confederate Army, and son of Brigadier General Henry A. Wise, former
Governor of Virginia (33" Governor of Virginia;1856-1860), was at Clover depot when the
telegraphed message arrived for General Walker from President Davis. Lieutenant Wise
begged General Walker to send him on the errand. Before the Lieutenant boarded the train
General Walker had a warning for him, he advised the young officer that he believed the Union
Army had captured Burkeville because he had gotten several telegrams from there, signed by
General Lee, asking for rations. It sounded like a trick. He ordered the young officer to make
sure of things before getting close to the Burkeville Station; and not to get captured. General
Walker then handed the young officer an order from President Davis authorizing him to impress
men, horses, or food as needed.

Lieutenant Wise boarded the train, and the engineer and he began their night journey from
Clover to Burkeville, with no headlight or lights in the cars. The train traveled slowly as the track
was worn. All the stations along the way were deserted. At a water tank somewhere along the
track John Wise ordered the engineer to cut the baggage car loose and leave it behind. This



