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A Sojourn through Virginiaôs Historic Heartland 
Driving Tour Day One 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have a passion for history and historic places, escape back through time to Virginiaôs Heartland 
region, where the last major battle of the Civil War in Virginia was fought at Sailor's Creek; the battle 
that inspired General Ulysses S. Grant to open up a written dialog with General Robert E. Lee, thereby 
ending the Civil War in Virginia three days later.  The driving tour you are about to follow is day one of a 
two-day tour.  With so many historic places in the region, the two-day driving tour is only a small 
representation of the history and historic places the region has to offer.  So, as you trek through the 
region, keep a lookout for historic markers along the roadsides during your tour. 

Starting Point:  The Town of Farmville will be the start and end point on the tour, as it is the retail and 
service hub of the region, although an assortment of grocery stores, boutiques, and specialty stores 
can be found in many of the smaller towns throughout the region.  However, the largest cluster of shops 
and stores can be found in Farmville, including over 700,000 square feet of furniture, carpet, and 
accessories imported from around the world and sold by Green Front Furniture.  Farmville also has two 
major grocery stores, a Wal-Mart SuperCenter, a Loweôs Home Improvement Warehouse, a Sears 
Home Appliance store, a Belk Department Store, numerous fast-food restaurants, two national chain 
restaurants, several locally owned restaurants, several national chain retail stores and pharmacies, 
many locally owned retail shops, two dry cleaning establishments, several regional and national banks, 
and a Barnes & Noble Bookstore with Starbucks Coffee Shop. 

  

Town of Farmville & 
Longwood University 

 
Hampden-Sydney College 
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Stop 1:  Walking Tour of Farmville Historic District.  There are several municipal parking lots in 
Farmville, or you can park anywhere along Main Street.  Longwood Universityôs óWalking Tour of 
Farmville Historic Districtô is attached at the end of this document and has a map of the historic district 
which indicates where the Municipal Parking Lots are located.  Metered parking on Main Street is 25¢ 
for 30 minutes, maximum of 2 hours allotted parking time; Saturdayôs enjoy 2 hours of free parking at 
Main Street metered parking. 
 
Explore the Historic district of Farmville and marvel at the varying architecture.  Longwood Universityôs 
óWalking Tour of Farmville Historic Districtô has descriptions and dates for many of the buildings in the 
historic area.  In addition, Farmville has some very appealing shops, stores, and restaurants.  
 
 
 

       

 

 

 
 
 
    

 
Be sure to look around the beautiful Longwood University campus, where you might be surprised by 
some modern art!  Longwood University is a co-educational institution today, but was founded in 1839 
as the Farmville Female Seminary Association.   

#18 on Longwood Universityôs óWalking Tour of Farmville Historic Districtô is Longwoodôs Alumni House, 
also known as Longwood B&B or The University Inn; it is a fair distance from Main Street so you might 
want to drive up High Street to tour the western portion of Farmvilleôs Historic District.   

Longwood B&B (#18) has many unique rooms, but Bedroom Three, on the second floor, is commonly 
referred to as the Grant Room because it houses the furniture that General Ulysses S. Grant used the 
night of April 7th, 1865, when the furniture was in the Randolph House (Prince Edward Hotel) on Main 
Street.    

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
           Longwood B&B, High Street, Farmville             The Grant Room at Longwood B&B 

The Grant Room features a beautiful hand carved queen bed, table, and dresser set that is intricately 
laced with gold paint.  It is believed that General Grant wrote the first request for surrender to General 
Robert E. Lee on one of the two tables located in the room.  On April 9th, 1865, Robert E. Lee 
surrendered the Army of Northern Virginia to Grant at Appomattox Court House, thirty miles to the west, 

Prince Edward County Courthouse Main Entrance to Longwood University, fronting Main Street 
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thereby ending the Civil War in Virginia, and effectively ending the Civil War as soon as word spread to 
remote areas. The Grant Room furniture was originally in the Prince Edward Hotel (aka Randolph 
House) that fronted Main Street on the corner of Second Street (where Penelopeôs Jewelry is now 
located).  There is a stone marker on the corner of Main and Second Street indicating where the hotel 
was located.  General Grant stayed the night of April 7th in the hotel.  It is not known for certain whether 
General Lee spent the early morning hours of April 7th, 1865, in the hotel; some records indicate he did 
while other records indicate he got several hours of sleep in the Farmville home of Patrick Jackson on 
Beech Street (#23 on Longwood Universityôs óWalking Tour of Farmville Historic Districtô), while still 
other records indicate he setup his headquarters in the Elizabeth Rosa Thackson house just north of 
the Appomattox River.  Records also indicate he visited the home of Mrs. John Thornton (#24 on the 
Walking Tour of Farmville Historic District), widow of Prince Edward County's representative to the 

Secession Convention;  Lieutenant Colonel John ñJackò Thornton was mortally wounded at Sharpsburg 

in September 1862, and it is believed Lee went to the Thornton home to offer his condolences.  Lee 
retreated from Farmville just hours before Grant arrived. 

Unfortunately, in 1964, the Prince Edward Hotel fell in during renovations as it was being prepared for 
the 1965 100th anniversary commemorating the end of the Civil War.  The building was so badly 
damaged that it had to be bulldozed.   

Here is an excerpt from: 

The Surrender At Appomattox Court House 

by Horace Porter, Brevet Brigadier General, U.S.A.  

 

       A little before noon on the 7th of April, 1865, General Grant, with his staff, rode into the little village of Farmville, on 

the south side of the Appomattox River, a town that will be memorable in history as the place where he opened the 

correspondence with Lee which led to the surrender of the Army of Northern Virginia. He drew up in front of the village 

hotel, dismounted, and established headquarters on its broad piazza.  News came in that Crook was fighting large odds with 

his cavalry on the north side of the river, and I was directed to go to his front and see what was necessary to be done to assist 

him. I found that he was being driven back, the enemy (Munford's and Rosser's cavalry divisions under Fitzhugh Lee) having 

made a bold stand north of the river. Humphreys was also on the north side, isolated from the rest of our infantry, confronted 

by a large portion of Lee's army, and having some very heavy fighting. On my return to general headquarters that evening 

Wright's corps was ordered to cross the river and move rapidly to the support of our troops there. Notwithstanding their long 

march that day, the men sprang to their feet with a spirit that made every one marvel at their pluck, and came swinging 

through the main street of the village with a step that seemed as elastic as on the first day of their toilsome tramp. It was now 

dark, but they spied the general-in-chief watching them with evident pride from the piazza of the hotel.  

       Then was witnessed one of the most inspiring scenes of the campaign. Bonfires were lighted on the sides of the street, the 

men seized straw and pine knots, and improvised torches; cheers arose from throats already hoarse with shouts of victory, 

bands played, banners waved, arms were tossed high in air and caught again. The night march had become a grand review, 

with Grant as the reviewing officer.  

 

 

 

 

                   
 

                Prince Edward Hotel, early part of the 20
th
 century 

 
 

For a full account of the surrender by Brevet Brigadier General Horace Porter go to: http://www.civilwarhome.com/surrender.htm  
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Stop 2:  The Robert Russa Moton Museum. 

After your walking tour of the historic district, hop in 
your car and head south on Griffin Boulevard 
(Intersects High Street just west of Longwoodôs 
campus).  Follow Griffin Boulevard until you see a 
Kroger grocery store and a Dairy Queen on the right-
hand-side of the street.  On the left is the Moton 
Museum, formerly the R. R. Moton High School.  On 
this site in 1951 the student body walked out in 
protest of unequal educational facilities. The resulting 
school desegregation lawsuit was part of the 1954 
U.S. Supreme Court decision Brown v. Board, which 
concluded that ñin the field of public education the 
doctrine of óseparate but equalô has no place.ò  The  
Moton school building is a National Historic Landmark. 

Hours of operation are: Tuesday through Friday, 1:00-5:00 p.m. | Saturdays, Noon to 4:00 p.m. 

Stop 3:  Sailorôs Creek Battlefield State Park.  Leaving the Moton Museum, head south on 
Main Street.  Go 1.8 miles then turn left onto U.S. 460 eastbound.  Go approximately 6.9 miles to Route 
600 (Gully Tavern Road); turning left onto Route 600 (Gully Tavern Road).  Go 1/10th of a mile bearing 
straight at the fork in the road and travel 3.8 miles; turning left onto Saylers Creek Road.  You will see 
the entrance to Sailorôs Creek Battlefield State Park up ahead.   

A few hundred feet in from the Park entrance you will see the Visitorôs Center on the right-hand-side of 
the road.  3/10ths of a mile beyond the Visitorôs Center you will see a pull-off on the right-hand-side of 
the road.  This is óEwellôs Line of Defenseô with a descriptive storyboard on the ridge overlooking the 
battlefield below.  Just before the pull-off you will see the Sailorôs Creek Battle Monument on the left-
hand-side of the road. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
    In late Fall, Winter, and early Spring, when the leaves are                Battle Monument 
   off the trees, you can just see the Overton-Hillsman House 

     on the far ridge .   
 

On April 6, 1865, the Black Thursday of the Confederacy, General Robert E. Lee's Army of Northern 
Virginia lost 7,700 men (majority were taken prisoner), including eight generals, in the Battle of Sailor's 
Creek.  Estimated casualties: Very few Confederate records were kept on the Retreat, so casualty 
figures for the Army of Northern Virginia are almost nonexistent.  The book, ñThirty-six Hours before 
Appomattoxò, by Chris M. Calkins, has Union casualty figures by regiment, division, and brigade.   

The Robert Russa Moton Museum at the 
intersection of Griffin Boulevard and Main Street 

http://motonmuseum.com 

 

http://motonmuseum.com/
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Continuing through the Park you will cross Sailorôs Creek and go up the ridge to the Overton-Hillsman 
House, which is 8/10ths of a mile from óEwellôs Line of Defense pull-offô.  This compact, 1-1/2 -story 
structure contains dormer windows and is constructed throughout with hand-hewn timbers, wooden 
pegs and anvil-wrought nails and a variety of ironwork. Other interesting features include brick nogging 
daubed in clay, beaded weatherboarding and hand-crafted gutters fashioned from heart pine. It is 
believed to have been built in the 1770s by Moses Overton. 

The Overton-Hillsman house served as a hospital 
for both Confederate and Union troops after the 
battle. Bloodstains still remain on the floor. 

 
             
 
 
 

 
http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/state_parks/sai.shtml 

 
 

The house is open to visitors June through August and by request at other times. Contact the park at 
(434) 315-0349 or email sailorscreek@dcr.virginia.gov. Period costumed interpreters commemorate the 
event and conduct other living history events throughout the year. 

 
Lee's Retreat Driving Tour, which follows the route the Army of Northern Virginia took from Petersburg 
to Appomattox Court House, has several stops within the park. When you see a Leeôs Retreat pull-off 
tune your radio to AM 1610 for battle details and descriptions. 

9/10ths of a mile from the Overton-Hillsman House 
you will come to the Holtôs Corner Leeôs Retreat pull-
off.  Turn left onto Jamestown Road.  Jamestown 
Road is 2 miles long.  At its end you will come to a T 
intersection.  Turn left onto Lockett Road and go ½ 
mile to the Lockett House.  A Leeôs Retreat pull-off is 
on the right-hand-side of the road; the Lockett 
House is on the left, across from the pull-off.  Note 
the bullet holes in the clapboard siding; evidence of 
the fierce fighting that took place that fateful day ï 
April 6th, 1865. 

       
 
       The Lockett House with bullet holes in the clapboard siding  
            The house is private-property; please donôt trespass 

 
The Battle of Sailorôs Creek was actually composed of three separate engagements ï the Battle of 
Hillsmanôs Farm, the Battle of Marshallôs Cross Roads (or Battle of Harperôs Farm), and the Battle of 
Lockettôs Farm (or Battle of Double Bridges). 

 
7/10 ths of a mile from the Lockett House you will come to the Double Bridges Leeôs Retreat pull-off.  
Note the wagon wheels leaning against trees on the left-hand-side of the road.  

Lockett Road travels over a ñmodernò bridge, however, next to the right-hand-most wagon wheel in the 
woods you will see one of the original bridges.  The other original bridge (hence the name Double 
Bridges) is viewable from the ñmodernò bridge. 

The Hillsman House on the ridge above 
Sailorôs Creek 


